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Eva Chalas, MD, FACOG, FACS
Professor and Vice Chair, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Director, Division of Gynecologic Oncology
Director, Clinical Cancer Services
Winthrop University Hospital
Mineola, NY

SGO Activities:
• Quality & Outcomes Committee 2011 - present
• Honors and Awards Committee, Chair 2010 - present
• Secretary-Treasurer 2009 - 2012 
• Development Committee, GCF/WCN and SGO 2009 - 2011
• Member, Task Force on Practice Survey 2009 - 2010 
• Member, Task Force, NSQIP Gynecology Module 2006 - 2010 
• Secretary/Treasurer-Elect 2006 - 2009 
• Membership Committee, Chair 2006 - 2009 
• Clinical Practice Committee 1998 - 2011 
• Chair, Clinical Practice Committee 2004 - 2005 
• Finance Committee 2003 - 2012 
• Education Committee 2003 - 2007, 1994 - 1995 
• Government Relations Committee 2000 - 2004, 2009 - 2012 
•  Representative to Liaison Committee for Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(LCOG) 1995 - 2002 
• International Medicine Committee 1995 - 1998 
•  Program Committee, SGO Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer  

1994 - 1995

I have been privileged to serve on numerous committees and task forces, 
helping shape the evolution of SGO, including the Society’s separation 
from Smith Bucklin to become a self-run organization, its membership 
expansion, its name change, the C3/C6 transition, and most recently, the 
new election process. Now, along with my distinguished colleagues, I will 
become the first candidate to participate in an open election.

These changes, while significant in SGO’s history, will seem minimal as our 
organization and its members begin to adopt new practice patterns and 
business models to comply with the requirements of the Affordable Care 
Act. Fiscal constraints, increased oversight and reporting, outcomes driven 
reimbursement and limited resources to support research should be 
anticipated and planned for. SGO will need to play a major advocacy role 
for our patients, and address research funding for gynecologic cancers, as 
government attempts to contain costs by reassessing spending on entitlement.

I believe that my background and my leadership skills provide evidence of 
my ability to help both the SGO and its members steer a very successful 
course in what promises to be challenging times. I am convinced that 
upcoming transitions will provide us with many opportunities to improve 
our performance and emerge an even stronger, more influential Society—a 
Society whose guiding principle is to “eradicate women’s cancers.” 

Robert L. Coleman, MD
Professor and Vice Chair, Clinical Research
Department of Gynecologic Oncology
University of Texas, MD Anderson Cancer Center
Houston, TX

SGO Activities:
• SGO Board of Directors 2010 - present
• Program Committee, SGO Winter Meeting 2000 - present
•  Program Committee, SGO Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer,  

2006, 2010
• Chairman, SGO ASCO Network 2007 - 2009
• ASCO/SGO Liaison Task Force 2005 - 2007
• International Committee Ambassador, SGO 2006
• Hereditary Cancers Expert Panel, SGO 2006 

PRESIDENT ELECT II

Candidates for elected positions in the Society are recommended by the Nominating Committee, which is composed of the Past President, 
Past President Once Removed and seven members at large appointed by the President Elect. The final slate is approved by the Board of Directors. 
Photos, biographical information and candidate statements will be found below. The online election will begin on Jan. 7, 2013. To ensure 
that your ballot arrives in your inbox on Jan. 7, 2013, please add the following email address as an approved sender: noreply@directvote.net. 
Voting members include Full and Senior Members. Candidate and Fellow-in-Training Members may vote for their respective  
member representative.



There are many important issues facing our membership – no doubt considered 
equipoise among our constituents such as membership, endowment/fundraising 
(the highest sustainability priority), research, education, outreach, international 
relations and patient care. As necessary as each of these are to develop as 
enduring priorities, I feel the primary threat lies in our adaptation and response 
to the gynecologic oncology service line we provide under the moving 
foundation that embodies health care reform. 

The burden in the coming years will be to synthesize, package and respond 
to priorities outlined in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 
Current provisions increase the availability of patients suffering cancer to 
health care—both for prevention and active treatment care. Our highly 
specialized model—already resource-poor throughout the nation, will see 
even greater stress on its delivery. The imbalance of supply and demand will 
have several downstream effects, such as the need for expansion of our trainee 
programs, enhanced scope of services with alternative providers requiring 
oversight and certification, all while documenting “return on investment.” 

My aspirations in the leadership role for the Society would be to: (1) 
strategically expand the programs set in motion by our Council/Board of 
Directors in order to meet demand and to document effective health care 
delivery; (2) better integrate and balance workforce projections with fellowship 
program guidance through ABOG; (3) champion the endowment campaign; 
(4) continue to synthesize and leverage the SGO’s voice to the FDA regarding 
clinical trial endpoint guidance; (5) further integrate our international 
colleagues; and (6) expand and develop our constituency’s professional 
educational needs. 

Jeffrey M. Fowler, MD
The John G. Boutselis Chair in Gynecologic Oncology
Professor and Vice Chair, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
The Wexner Medical Center, The Ohio State University Medical School 
Columbus, OH

SGO Activities:
• Chair, Annual Meeting Program 2006
• SGO Council Member 2007 - 2010
• Chair, Managed Care Committee 2001 - 2004
•  Commission on Cancer SGO rep, American College of Surgeons  

2001 - 2004
• Other committee memberships 1998 - 2012 
  –  Annual Meeting Program Committees, Practice Summit 

Workgroup, Managed Care, Clinical Practice, Clinical Data 
Network, Education, Staging

• SGO Post-Graduate Courses 
  –  Montz Surgical Symposium, Reconstructive Surgery, L/S 

Surgery, Robotic Surgery, Pelvic Exenteration

I am honored to be nominated as a candidate for President-elect II. The 
foundation of the SGO is the strength and diversity of its membership. 
Therefore, I view this position as one of collaborative leadership—working 
with talented leaders with a common mission. Currently, and into the near 
future, we are challenged with demonstrating the value-added patient care  
by a gynecologic oncologist, providing outcome measures to payers and 
legislators, and restructuring the source of funding for the SGO.

All medical disciplines feel threatened these days. Gynecologic oncology is 
unique based on its model of compassionate and comprehensive subspecialty 
cancer care, adaptability, and ability to assimilate new technologies and 

therapies. It is extremely important that we be out in front of measuring 
outcomes in order to demonstrate the value of gynecologic oncology specialty 
care. Strengthening our relationships with sister organizations with common 
goals is critical. Funding and managing our budget for these endeavors is  
at great risk to be compromised; however, our most important asset for a 
strong organization (our members) continues to increase in value. 

I feel prepared to assist the SGO in effecting its strategic plan while continuing 
to pay attention to one of the core missions, to educate. Throughout my 
career I have maintained a full-time clinical practice and have served 
nationally in many capacities including the SGO, FWC (GCF), GOG, 
ACS and ABOG. I understand fiscal responsibility, the reality of a budget, 
the need to develop and invest in talent and infrastructure in order to grow 
and succeed.

BOARD MEMBER

Stephanie V. Blank, MD
Associate Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
Division of Gynecologic Oncology
Director, Gynecologic Oncology Fellowship
NYU School of Medicine
New York, NY

SGO Activities:
• Co-Chair, Communications Committee 2010-present
• Program Directors’ Committee 2007-present
• Marketing and Communications Committee 2006-present
• Chair, Media Subcommittee 2006-2010
•  Program Committee, SGO Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer 

2004-2005
• Bylaws Committee 2002-2003
• SGO Council Member, ex officio 2000-2002
• Chair, Fellows’ Committee 2000-2002 
• Fellows’ Committee 1998-2002

I feel privileged to be a gynecologic oncologist. I love and really care about 
what I do. I have been involved in the SGO since I was in training, and 
appreciate that my involvement has been instrumental in my growth both 
as a person and as a physician. My experience as an active volunteer leader 
in the SGO helps me to see issues clearly, and I have the energy and drive 
needed to work towards fulfilling the SGO’s mission without cynicism.  
I have enormous respect for my colleagues and patients and would look 
forward to serving in a capacity to benefit them.

The single most important issue facing the SGO over the next several years 
is advocating for the interests of our patients and members. There are many 
competing concerns, but advocating for our patients and ourselves is of 
paramount importance because no other organization cares about either as 
much as we do. In an era of changing metrics, changing determinants of 
quality, changing priorities and a likely changing of the practice of medicine 
as we know it, we must determine what is best for those practicing in and 
most affected by our specialty and do all we can to achieve it. Finding 
innovative means to encourage research and disseminate knowledge will 
keep us relevant. If I am elected, I will work tirelessly to advocate for our 
patients and colleagues, and would consider myself lucky to have such  
an opportunity. 

OPEN ELECTIONS PRESIDENT ELECT II  |  BOARD MEMBER
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Linda R. Duska, MD
Associate Professor, University of Virginia Health Systems
Fellowship Director, Gynecologic Oncology Division
Charlottesville, VA

SGO Activities:
• Government Relations Committee 2001 - 2010
•  Program Committee, SGO Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer  

2006 - 2007
• SGO Abstract Grader 2007 - 2010
• Education Committee 2007 - present 
  –  Program Development Subcommittee 2007 - present
  –  Program Development Subcommittee Chair 2010 - present
  –  SGO CME Proctor 2007 - present
• Nominating Committee 2010
• Program Director Committee 2008-present 
  –  Program Director Committee, Co-Chair 2011-present
•  GynecoLogic Cancer Collaborative Ovarian Cancer work group 2010-present
• SGO representative on ASCO Public Issues Committee 2002-2004
• SGO/ASCO Task Force Committee 2004-2006
• SGO 2012 Allied Health Professionals Workshop, Presenter

Medicine is changing rapidly. As a Society, we must adapt to these changes. Two 
main issues facing us are practice challenges related to the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) and educational challenges for our newly multidisciplinary membership.

In the near future we will experience an unprecedented re-shaping of our 
various practices as a result of the economic and societal forces that precipitated 
the ACA. I have the experience and formal education required to lead the 
Society in continuing its active participation in the ACA implementation. 
I am completing my MPH, a large part of which involved formal education 
about health care financing and quality, and I have been active through the 
SGO with the Government Relations Committee, lobbying on Capitol 
Hill and making connections with policy makers. It is my goal to ensure 
that all our members understand the ACA and are actively involved in  
its implementation. 

With respect to education, the Society must continue to focus on training 
of our Fellows, as well as education appropriately aimed at our multidisciplinary 
members. Through UVA as Fellowship Director and SGO on the Education 
Committee I have committed myself to researching and creating new 
educational opportunities. My formal educational learning through the 
Program Directors committee meetings and Leadership/Education courses 
at UVA will uniquely position me to continue to focus on and develop the 
educational opportunities our members need to provide comprehensive 
care of women with gynecologic cancer.

My “mid-career” education and varied SGO service will allow me to guide 
our members into the future of health care and to fulfill the SGO mission.

Warner K. Huh, MD
Professor, Division of Gynecologic Oncology,  
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Senior Scientist, Comprehensive Cancer Center
University of Alabama at Birmingham
Birmingham, AL

SGO Activities:
•  Program Chair, 2013 SGO Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer  

2012 - 2013
•  Cervical Cancer Screening Registry, SGO/Foundation for Gynecologic 

Oncology Research Institute 2012 - Present 
•  Post-graduate Course Co-Chair, 2010 SGO Annual Meeting on 

Women’s Cancer 2010 
• Marketing and Communications Committee 2010 - 2011
•  Foundation for Women’s Cancer/SGO Cervical Cancer Workgroup 

2008 - 2010 
•  Committee Co-Chair, SGO Cervical Cancer Forum (“Future Strategies 

of Cervical Cancer Prevention: What Do We Need to Do Now to 
Prepare”) 2008

• Chair, Candidates Task Force 2006
• Candidates Task Force 2004 - 2005
• Informatics Committee 2003 - 2005

We will all face substantial challenges and changes in how we practice 
gynecologic oncology in the next three years. A critical, primary focus for 
the Society is developing strategies for policy at the national level to ensure 
that high quality, cost-effective gynecologic cancer care is delivered to 
women by those with the best training and experience. We cannot take a 
back seat on this issue—proactive involvement should pay dividends for 
years to come.

We need to continue to advance specific efforts to educate our members in 
novel, innovative ways. As Program Chair for the upcoming Annual Meeting, 
I have developed considerable insight into the evolving educational needs 
of our Society particularly with limited budgets, meeting specific educational 
assessments, and keeping the format and content fresh and interesting. We 
need to visit similar fundamental changes with educational activities outside 
of the Annual Meeting as well. Do we need to change content, change how 
it is delivered, and how do we make the learner a more active participant?

We need to continue to engage our growing membership and represent 
their ideas and concerns proactively. There will be evolving standards and 
expectations for gynecologic oncologists and we need to continue to be 
efficient and timely with our delivery of new information and updates. 
Instead of following the lead of others, we need to be on the frontline for 
issues related to gynecologic oncology and set the standard for other groups 
by effectively integrating appropriate research, clinical care models, and 
utilizing the vast amount of experience within our Society.

OPEN ELECTIONS BOARD MEMBER
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Larry Maxwell, MD
Chairman of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Inova Fairfax Hospital
Falls Church, VA 

SGO Activities:
•  Program Committee, SGO Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer,  

Director of CME activities 2007-2008
• Communications Committee 2010-2012

As Professor and Chairman of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Inova Fairfax 
Hospital in Virginia, I oversee a department of over 200 physicians as well 
as efforts to standardize care across the Inova Health System. This requires 
leadership, budgetary, management, and negotiating skills to optimize growth 
and success of the organization. During a decade at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center, I was involved in training fellows, served a tour of active duty in Iraq, 
and was Deputy Director of the U.S. Military Cancer Institute. 

I also founded and am Co-Director of the Department of Defense Gynecologic 
Cancer Center of Excellence, which is a free-standing research institute. These 
responsibilities have provided me with significant knowledge in regulatory 
matters, compliance, programmatic research operations, as well as legislative 
affairs on Capitol Hill. I have been actively involved in the SGO for 15 
years and I was the recipient of the President’s Award in 2000 and 2005. 
This broad experience has prepared me well to make significant contributions 
to the governance and activities of the Society of Gynecologic Oncology.

I believe that the immediate and short-term landscape in health care will 
present some of the greatest challenges we have ever faced (i.e., demands 
for transparency regarding outcomes, quality and safety; shrinkage of 
research funding and of resources that sustain our professional organizations; 
changes in reimbursement that will change the nature of healthcare delivery). 
As a member of the SGO Council, I hope to focus my considerable energy 
and enthusiasm in shaping policy development, education, and legislative 
actions that will guarantee the future success of the SGO membership and 
the patients we serve. 

Patrick Timmins, III, MD
Partner, Women’s Cancer Care Associates, LLC
Albany, NY

SGO Activities:
• Clinical Practice Committee (CPC) 2008 - 2011 
• Government Relations Committee 2008 - present 
• Development Committee 2012 
• SGO Liaison to SQA 2008 - 2012 
• SGO Liaison to Surgical Leadership Conference of ACS 2011 - 2012 
• Co-Chair SGO Practice Summit 2012

My private practice in Albany, NY, has given me a specific set of skills and 
experience for service on the SGO Board to ensure that SGO is a well-run, 
financially strong organization, now and in the future. The greatest challenges 
for our members are the roadblocks we face in practice as we provide 

quintessential gynecologic cancer care. Looking forward, I see SGO as an 
organization that can provide all with a voice in physician reimbursement 
and new models of care while continuing to provide the consistent educational 
opportunities upon which we have long relied. 

If elected to the Board, I will work to ensure that SGO’s top priority is the 
needs of our members and patients. We must secure governmental resources 
for gynecologic cancer research, including opportunities for new investigators. 
We must guarantee that gynecologic cancer care is not marginalized in any 
new payment models. I will continue to push SGO to increase our presence 
in Washington, advocating both for our patients and for ourselves. 

I have served on the CPC and was a long time representative of SGO to 
the Surgical Quality Alliance and the Surgical Leadership Summit. I am 
currently the Government Relations (GR) Committee Chair working to 
execute the SGO Practice Summit. In this position, I am charged with 
leading the implementation of SGO initiatives involving public policy  
and the government. I work with our GR team to secure federal funding 
for research, guide the development of programs on payment and practice 
parameters, and develop legislation critical to our practice.

CANDIDATE MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE

Arvind Bakhru, MD, MPH
Faculty, Gynecologic Oncology 
MD Anderson Cancer Center Orlando
Orlando, FL

SGO Activities:
• Fellow-In-Training Representative to the SGO Council 2010-2011
•  Council Representative on the Quality & Outcomes Committee 

2010-2011

Having completed my fellowship at University of Michigan and joined the 
group at MD Anderson Cancer Center Orlando, I bring the experience of 
an individual just beginning their career outside of the academic world. I 
also bring the experience of someone who has training in Public Health and 
health policy. If elected, I would love to continue contributing to the SGO 
by furthering our ability to meet and redirect the federal efforts to control 
our outcomes measures and quality metrics. 

The federal government’s new determinism in directing how health care should 
be run and what is and isn’t paid for is going to change our profession. We 
should be active in determining exactly what is quality care in our field. 
We need to present our own measures for accountability. I hope to help the 
SGO meet this challenge. 

Secondly, as a new faculty, I realize there is a diversity of surgical 
techniques being taught and employed by our members. This may be seen 
as a drawback by those interested in standardization for clinical trials, but 
it is also a strength. We should pool our efforts to create a video library as 
part of the mySGO website or another hub to learn from each other. This 
diversity of training can be our strength, and I hope this library will further 
our goal of continuing surgical education. A video library would help aid 
in teaching our residents and fellows as well as continue to advance best 
practices for care of women with cancer.

OPEN ELECTIONS BOARD MEMBER  |  CANDIDATE MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE

sgo.org Page 4



David B. Engle, MD, MS, FACOG
Gynecologic Oncology Staff, Huntsville Hospital
Assistant Professor, University of Alabama School of Medicine-
Huntsville Campus
Huntsville, AL

I am seeking nomination to the SGO Board of Directors for several reasons.  
I see this as an opportunity to serve a body dedicated to the eradication of 
gynecologic cancers. The previous dedication of this board to champion the 
prevention and treatment of gynecologic malignancies has made it one of 
the most recognized and successful subspecialty organizations. The opportunity 
to serve such a dedicated group would be a true honor. 

If elected to the board, my goal would be to help uphold the standards 
previously set by past and current members. Additionally, it would allow 
me the opportunity to assist our organization in a time when both medicine 
and research are in financial jeopardy. I believe the SGO’s role will be 
paramount in helping to maintain financial solvency for our field. This 
includes not only the community based physicians, but also those in our 
field dedicated to clinical and basic science research. 

An Arkansas native, I am currently on staff at Huntsville Hospital, a community 
owned hospital in Huntsville, AL, and I am an Assistant Professor at the 
University of Alabama School of Medicine-Huntsville Campus. My training 
includes medical school at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
and residency at the University of Tennessee in Memphis. I completed a 
T-32 NIH fellowship and master’s degree in Endocrine and Reproductive 
Physiology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and my gynecologic 
oncology fellowship at the University of Iowa in Iowa City, IA.

Saketh R. Guntupalli, MD
Assistant Professor, Division of Gynecologic Oncology, Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology
University of Colorado School of Medicine at Denver
Assistant Resident Program Director
Denver, CO

SGO Activities:
• Government Relations Committee 2010-2012
•  SGO Representative to American College of Surgeons Advocacy 

Summit in Washington, DC 2010

Candidate members of the SGO represent a vital and important constituent 
body within the SGO. As future leaders in women’s health, we have the 
unique position of being new members to our field having trained in a 
dynamic era of robotic surgery and targeted biologic therapies. We will  
also be the first group of physicians that practice in a new era of health  
care reform. This poses both challenges and opportunities for  
young practitioners. 

As a member of the SGO board I would like to help navigate our organization 
through the changes in health care reform by acting as an advocate for 
physicians. I believe in a strong governmental relations committee which 
gives input to legislators about the concerns that our members and patients 
face. Specifically, ensuring that we are appropriately reimbursed for our 
services, ensuring patients have access/coverage for biologic agents and that 
women continue to have screening for cancers covered by their insurance 
providers would be top priorities for our legislative agenda. 

I would also like to see a website/pamphlet dedicated to oncologists which 
outlines how the changes to health care reform specifically affect the practice 
of gynecologic oncology. Second, I believe that communication amongst 
candidate members is of utmost importance and I would like to see social 
media and our website used effectively to communicate. Resources such as 
mentoring, research collaboration and board preparation are all tools that 
could be part of this forum to better network with our newest members. 
Lastly, I would like to see greater participation of candidate members in 
our national meeting. Encouraging candidate members to act as moderators 
during plenary sessions and having more of a voice on our program committee 
to help tailor the meeting to include topics germane to young oncologists 
would be helpful to foster our involvement with the SGO as a whole. 

Kenneth H. Kim, MD
Assistant Professor, University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, NC

SGO Activities: 
• Education Committee 2010-Present 
• Educational Needs Assessment Task force 2010-2011 
• SGO Connect/mySGO Website - Beta Testing Taskforce 2010-2011 
•  Co-Chair for Resident/Fellow/Candidate Session, SGO Annual Meeting 

on Women’s Cancer 2011
•  CME Proctor for multiple sessions at SGO Annual Meeting on 

Women’s Cancer 2011 
•  Program Committee Fellow Representative, SGO Annual Meeting on 

Women’s Cancer 2010-2011 
•  Program Committee Member, SGO Annual Meeting on Women’s 

Cancer 2011-2012 
•  Invited Speaker, Resident/Fellow/Candidate Session: Social Media and 

Medicine, SGO Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer 2012 
•  Co-Moderator, Surgical Forum I: Surgical Techniques, SGO Annual 

Meeting on Women’s Cancer 2012 
• SGO Journal Topic Review Workgroup 2012-Present 

I have been fortunate to have had the opportunity to serve SGO in a number 
of roles. I have been active on the Education Committee, and various 
subcommittees and task forces since 2010, including assisting in implementing 
our new websites, and providing online journal forum article reviews.

I served as co-chair/co-director of the resident/fellow/candidate session at 
the 2011 Annual Meeting; well over 200 participants attended this educational 
session. In 2013, I will again serve as its co-director. I was also appointed 
to the 2012 SGO Program Committee for the Annual Meeting in Austin, 
having the pleasure of helping plan a successful meeting, and also serving 
as invited speaker and moderator.

This past year, I was elected Program Chair for the 2014 Mid-Atlantic 
Gynecologic Oncology Society Annual Meeting. I was also recently appointed 
as Chair of the E-Learning Subcommittee on the SGO Education Committee 
to begin March 2013.

Through these opportunities, I have been able to work with many SGO 
leaders, and with numerous current trainees and recent fellowship graduates. 
Because of these extensive interactions, I have the rare position and opportunity 
to bridge between our established leadership and our future leadership to help 
bring SGO forward into the next generation while preserving its tradition, 
its mission, and its vision to eradicate gynecologic cancers.

OPEN ELECTIONS CANDIDATE MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE
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I have been dedicated to SGO, and I am committed to its future. Being 
nominated for Candidate Representative is humbling, and I would serve 
wholeheartedly. I look forward to serving our current and future members 
and most importantly, our patients.

Renata Urban, MD
Assistant Professor, Division of Gynecologic Oncology
Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology
University of Washington Medical Center
Seattle, WA

SGO Activities:
•  Participant in SGO Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer 2007, 2009, 

2010, 2012
• Presenter at SGO Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer 2007
•  Poster at SGO Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer 2008, 2009,  

2010, 2012

I would like to thank the Nominating Committee for considering me as a 
candidate. As a recent fellow graduate and junior faculty member, I hope 
to serve on the Board of Directors to contribute my point of view as a 
former trainee and new care provider. The opportunity to work with and 
be mentored by the leaders in this field would allow me to pass valuable 
lessons on to my peers who are at or near this career stage. Although I have 
not been on a SGO committee before, I have previously applied in an 
effort to contribute to the society. I believe that my communication skills 
combined with a fresh perspective distinguish me as a unique candidate. 

If elected, I hope to accomplish goals that are in parallel with the SGO’s 
mission to promote quality clinical care through education. Specifically, I 
would work with the board to continually improve not only the education 
of our fellows, but also the education of OB/GYN residents to foster potential 
interest in gynecologic oncology and to provide them with sufficient knowledge 
to triage gynecologic oncology issues in the community. Secondly, I would 
also work for improvements in patient education and advocacy in women’s 
cancer issues. For example, recent research has emphasized that the 
diagnosis of endometrial cancer can be a significant point of intervention 
in long-term patient health care. I hope to work with SGO to educate 
patients on the etiology and implications of such diagnoses to help them 
improve long-term health patterns. 

FELLOW-IN-TRAINING REPRESENTATIVE

Joshua G. Cohen, MD
Gynecologic Oncology Fellow 
UCLA/Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
Los Angeles, CA

SGO Activities: 
•  Education Committee, Program Development Subcommittee 2012 - present

I am a Fellow-in-Training member and have benefited a great deal from my 
involvement with the SGO. Now as a Fellow, I want to represent my Co-Fellows 
on the Board of Directors. As a fellow, I understand what opportunities and 
programming Fellows-in-Training would hope to have with the SGO. I have 
enjoyed my participation on the Education Committee and hope to move 
forward in my involvement with SGO. 

I will work to find common goals with other board members while still 
doing my best to represent the interests of my Co-Fellows. I have passion, 
commitment, and I follow through on goals. I value the input of others 
and work to find a common thread through collaboration. I have 
experience in prior leadership roles, including my time as co-president of 
the American Medical Association in medical school. 

I believe we as an organization can have a presence at teaching institutions 
and cancer centers that allows us to extend our membership. We can create 
medical student interest groups and provide focused presentations to 
advanced practice health care professionals to underscore the advantages of 
SGO involvement. We can develop career-mentoring programs that allow 
current Fellows-in-Training to network with SGO members from across 
the world. There are many other avenues that I believe we can pursue to 
optimize the experiences of Fellows-in-Training. In the end, I hope to help 
create programming that excites the future leaders of our field and ensures 
their increased participation in this organization.

Sharon Ann-Romano Fitzgerald, 
MD, CPT MC USA
Gynecologic Oncology Fellow 
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center
Bethesda, MD
Research at National Institute of Health/National Cancer Institute 

SGO Activities: 
• Education Committee, E-learning Subcommittee 2012-present

Representing the Fellows community as a member of the SGO Board of 
Directors would allow me the opportunity to serve my peers and bridge 
current and future leaders in Gynecologic Oncology. SGO has set a high 
standard to promote quality patient care and strongly support the career 
development of physicians in the field. Participating in SGO has provided 
an unparalleled venue to voice my thoughts and opinions and absorb the 
knowledge and advice of others. As a second year Gynecologic Oncology 
fellow, interaction with experienced members of SGO has given me deep 
insight into the field and career that I am entering, while contact with the 
newest and youngest members of our Society has built up my professional 
network. I hope to contribute to future generations of Gynecologic 
Oncologists by continuing to promote SGO’s level of excellence as the 
Fellow-in-Training Representative.

I will draw upon the skills I learned from past experiences to be an effective 
member of the SGO Board of Directors. During my residency, I had the 
honor of serving for two years as the ACOG District II Secretary/Treasurer. 
Currently, I am an elected member of the SGO Education Committee 
where I have worked to meet the educational goals of SGO members. If 
elected to a Board position within SGO, I hope to be able to draw on the 
collective ideas that have been presented within other societies to help the 
members of SGO and the larger OB/GYN community to continue the 
tradition of solid career development, highest quality patient care, and 
lasting collaborations. My goal is to continue my service to SGO, where I 
hope to become a stronger voice for all members. With all of this in mind 
please consider me for the position of Fellow-In-Training Representative.

OPEN ELECTIONS CANDIDATE MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE  |  FELLOW-IN-TRAINING REPRESENTATIVE
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Michael Guy, MD
Gynecologic Oncology Fellow
University of Colorado Denver
Denver, CO

As a Fellow-in-Training, I look forward to contributing to the goals of the 
SGO leadership and representing the views of Fellows across our Society. 
We must continue to be politically engaged and a proactive leader in 
women’s cancer. In my prior service with ACOG leadership, it became 
clear that with busy clinical, academic and research schedules many members 
become passive in political matters that have profound effects on patient 
care. By the time pertinent issues surface, the inertia behind the idea makes 
adjustment and correction very challenging if not impossible. In this time  
of health care reform we must be engaged in the process.

As health care reform continues and the Affordable Care Act is implemented, 
it is vital that we are recognized as a point of first contact to our legislatures 
and health systems. These important relationships are established and 
strengthened over time by supporting legislative campaigns financially and 
through lobbying. I would encourage the SGO to continue and intensify 
these efforts.

In the midst of this transition I believe a high level of involvement is warranted. 
Decisions made in the upcoming years will carry long-reaching impact on 
our specialty. At the same time we should also continue our efforts in education, 
research, communication, collaboration and leadership outlined in our Strategic 
Plan. I hope to bring my prior leadership and lobbying experiences to 
benefit our Society and represent the perspectives of our Fellow-in-Training.

Amanda Jackson, MD
Gynecologic Oncology Fellow
University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, NC

SGO Activities: 
•  Program Committee, SGO Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer 

2012-2013

I would like to serve as the Fellow-In-Training Representative because I am 
passionate about our field, and I feel that serving on the SGO Board of 
Directors would provide the best opportunity to help facilitate continued 
excellence in research and education among our members. My service on 
the Program Committee for the 2013 Annual Meeting and my experience 
helping to coordinate the Resident-Fellow session have inspired me to 
continue to be an active SGO member. 

My experience also demonstrates the importance of involvement and input 
from the members in training. I would bring leadership skills to this 
position that I have acquired as the student body president of the College 
of Medicine at the Medical University of South Carolina, the co-founder 
and treasurer of the CARES Clinic, a free medical clinic in Charleston, SC, 
and as an administrative chief resident. I would also bring medical 
education experience from my role as the resident liaison on the Brown 
University Graduate Medical Education Committee, as a medical student 
representative on the Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME) 
Site Visit Committee, and the resident member on the Education Policy 
Committee at Women and Infants Hospital. 

If elected, I will contribute to the SGO by providing insight into the 
educational and professional needs of fellows and residents. I think my 
enthusiasm and prior leadership will help promote involvement in the 
SGO among my peers.

Akiva P. Novetsky, MD
Gynecologic Oncology Fellow
Washington University School of Medicine
St. Louis, MO

Over the next few years we will see significant changes in the health care system 
with decreasing insurance reimbursements, limited access to chemotherapies 
and reduced funding for research opportunities. These will impact our ability 
to provide the best, state of the art care to our patients. One of the biggest 
issues facing the field of gynecologic oncology and the SGO is maintaining 
the excellence for which we have become known and encouraging the best 
and brightest to enter our special field. 

I consider team building, team management and education to be my 
strengths. Starting as medical student and continuing now as a fellow,  
I lead by trying to inspire in my team the same passion for patient care  
that I have. I try to contribute to my teams by inspiring all members, 
including myself, to perform to our maximum potentials. 

I feel that the SGO plays an integral role in advocating for all aspects of our 
field including patient care, research and education. As a member of the 
SGO Board of Directors I will be able to help raise awareness of gynecologic 
cancers and help improve the opportunities available for our patients. This 
will help ensure funding for research and allow us to continue to provide 
cutting edge care for our patients. One of my goals is to attract new talent 
into our field. As a trainee I feel that I am uniquely positioned to interact 
with medical students and residents and I look forward to designing 
educational opportunities for trainees. 
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