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Looking back at 2016, I am pleased to see how much collaboration and
teamwork contributed to the Society of Gynecologic Oncology’s success.  
 
Whether it was within our own volunteer committee groups, with other medical associations, or even the federal 
government, SGO members put forth a tremendous amount of effort to represent and respond to the needs of the 
patients they serve.

And through the SGO Wellness initiative, we encouraged many SGO members to reach out to family, friends and each 
other to reduce stress and burnout. Members had the opportunity to read stories by SGO Wellness task force members 
about the struggles they faced with physician burnout, and learned that they are not alone.

By working together, we witnessed firsthand how we could accomplish more. SGO kicked off 2016 with the merger of  
the Foundation for Gynecologic Oncology and the Foundation for Women’s Cancer (FWC), establishing the new FWC 
as the official foundation of the SGO. This enabled both organizations to leverage the combined knowledge of staff 
members and SGO volunteers to enhance patient outreach efforts such as the Survivor Courses and National Race to End Women’s Cancer.

By working with other medical societies and patient advocacy organizations, SGO contributed to impactful projects such as the SGO Genetics Toolkit, 
the joint clinical practice guideline on neoadjuvant chemotherapy for newly diagnosed, advanced ovarian cancer, and the National Cancer Institute’s 
Cancer Moonshot program. All of these efforts in the service of our patients demonstrate how powerful these partnerships can be. 

No review of SGO in 2016 would be complete without acknowledging the efforts of outgoing SGO President Robert L. Coleman, MD, the Annual Meeting 
Program and Steering Committees, and SGO staff who teamed up once again to give members an inspiring and educational 2016 Annual Meeting on 
Women’s Cancer in San Diego.

On behalf of the SGO Board, I thank you all for the work that you do on behalf of women with gynecologic cancers. I am grateful to all of our SGO 
volunteers and staff who worked with me to make my tenure as SGO President a truly productive one. It was an honor to collaborate with all of you.

With highest regards,

Jeffrey M. Fowler, MD
2016-2017 SGO President

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS  
TO ERADICATE WOMEN’S CANCERS



SGO’s Foundation for  
Gynecologic Oncology Merges  
with Foundation for Women’s Cancer 

Gynecologic oncology research, education  
and awareness took a historic step forward  
on Jan. 1, 2016, when the Society of 
Gynecologic Oncology’s Foundation for 
Gynecology Oncology and the Foundation 
for Women’s Cancer (FWC) became one 
foundation within the SGO, with David  
G. Mutch, MD, as Chair of the new FWC,  
and Karen J. Carlson, continuing in her  
role as FWC Executive Director.

Throughout 2016, the FWC continued to promote and 
encourage research in gynecologic oncology while 
maintaining core programs such as the National Race 
to End Women’s Cancer and the Survivors Courses.
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SGO BY THE NUMBERS

 Full  1,001

 Candidate  212

 Senior  203

 Fellow-in-Training  186

 Resident/Student  183

 Allied  141

 International/Affiliate  106

 Associate  26

 Honorary  4

Financials

$5,238,839
revenue

$4,764,839
expenses

2,062 
members

 Meetings  48%

 Membership 16%

 Management services 12%

 Publications 10%

 Industry Corporate Council 6%

 Registry 4%

 Misc. 3%

 Job board 2%

 Administration 57%

 Meetings 28%

 Membership 5%

 Registry 4%

 Government Relations 4%

 Other 2%

Facebook Likes
3,984 

Membership by Category Social Media 

Twitter Followers
2,439  

LinkedIn Followers
1,382  

 +34%  +19%  +21%



SGO’s 2016 Annual Meeting on Women’s Cancer in San Diego, CA, broke an attendance 
record for the second year in a row with 2,156 attendees, 9.5 percent (or 99 registrants) 
higher than the 2015 meeting. Included in the 2016 number were 387 attendees from 45 
different countries. The event also had the highest number of exhibitors (50) since 2007. 
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MEETINGS & EDUCATION

The 2016 program highlighted immunotherapy, molecular testing and targeted 
therapy, health care economics, clinical trials, novel surgical techniques and 
radiation technologies, international gynecologic cancer care and delivery, 
gynecologic pathology and disease pathogenesis, rare tumors and gestational 
trophoblastic disease.
 
Led by 2015-2016 SGO President Robert L. Coleman, MD, and Program 
Committee Co-chairs Deborah K. Armstrong, MD, and Michael Frumovitz, MD, 
MPH, the Annual Meeting marked the transition to the presidency of Jeffrey M. 
Fowler, MD. It also was the last Annual Meeting with Mary C. Eiken, MS, RN, as 
SGO’s Executive Director. Mary had served in this capacity since 2004, and her 
successor Pierre M. Désy, MPH, CAE, assumed the position of Chief Executive 
Officer of SGO and FWC immediately after the 2016 SGO Annual Meeting.

REGISTRATION
First Name

Last Name

Badge Name

Designation

 MD    NP    RN    PA    Other 

Affiliation/Institution

Address 

City State/Province

Country Postal Code

Phone Number

Email

It is important to us that you enjoy the SGO 2016 Allied Health Professionals Workshop. If 
due to a physical challenge you have any special needs, accommodations or requirements, 
please let us know and we will do our best to accommodate you. 

2016 FACULTY REGISTRATION
AND HOUSING FORM

December 3-4, 2016
American College of Surgeons 

633 N. St. Clair St., Chicago, IL 60611

Please visit sgo.org/alliedworkshop for course information or call  
SGO headquarters at (312) 235-4060 with questions.

SOLUTIONS TO  
PRACTICE 
CHALLENGES

*  Make checks payable to the Society of Gynecologic Oncology and  
send with copy of this registration form to: Society of Gynecologic 
Oncology MEETINGS 28656 Network Place, Chicago, IL 60673-1286

PAYMENT
Please charge my Credit Card
 VISA   
 MasterCard

 American Express  
 Check*

Name as it appears on card

Card Number

Card Security Code Expiration Date (MM/YY)

Card Holder Signature Date

Email your completed application to Tori Scatena at 
tori.scatena@sgo.org or fax to (312) 235-4059

Faculty of the Allied Health Professionals Workshop receive complimentary registration. 

Please identify your medical specialty/role:

 Fellow-in-training  Medical Student  Oncology Nurse  Physician Assistant  Registered Nurse

 Intern  Nurse Practitioner  Physician  Practice Administrator  Resident 

 Other 

How did you learn about the SGO 2016 Allied Meeting?    � Website (sgo.org)    � Email    � Postcard/Flyer    � Friend/Colleague    � Twitter 

� Facebook    � Other 

Age Range:     29 and younger     30-39     40-49     50-59     60-69     70 and older Is this your first SGO Meeting?:     Yes     No

Are you a member of the following organizations? (check all that apply):     Oncology Nursing Society (ONS)     Society of Gynecologic Nurse Oncologists (SGNO)

 American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO)     American Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA)     Association of Physician Associates in Oncology (APAO)    Other 

Social Event - Please check if you will be attending the following social event:

� Networking Reception     Saturday, December 3, evening (Time TBD, no additional cost)

Hyatt Chicago Magnificent Mile
233 North Saint Clair St., Chicago, IL 60611
SGO Headquarters will secure your hotel reservation(s); however, you  
are responsible for all charges, unless noted otherwise in your speaker 
reimbursement policy. Guestrooms are $170.00/night (Single/Double) 
plus state and local taxes.

HOUSING

Rate: $170.00 per night (Single/Double)

Room Type

  Single 

  Double

Reservation Dates

Arrival: 

Departure: 

  Please check here if you  
have already secured your 
reservation 

Confirmation #

WINTER                            
MEETING  

SGO 2016 ANNUAL

The 2016 SGO Winter Meeting was held at Lake Tahoe, CA, and featured sessions 
on complementary medicine, ovarian cancer, minimally invasive surgery and 
innovative uses of technology. The 2016 Allied Health Professionals Workshop 
returned to Chicago and included workshop topics on resiliency, standards of care, 
sexual function/quality of life, chemotherapy and surgical issues.



Presidential focus on wellness
 
Throughout his term as SGO president, Jeffrey M. Fowler, MD, 
focused on issues of burnout and physician wellness, culminating in the 
publication of Stress and burnout among gynecologic oncologists:  
A Society of Gynecologic Oncology Evidence-based Review  
and Recommendations in the August 2016 edition of  
Gynecologic Oncology. 
 
The Task Force also collaborated on the creation of the Wellness section on 
the SGO website. The online resources include materials from Annual Meeting 
presentations, related links to videos and articles, and Perspectives columns  
by other Task Force members. 

 SGO WELLNESS INITIATIVE
 Finding Work-Life Balance

Authors: Ilana Cass, 
MD; Linda R. Duska, 
MD, MPH; Stephanie 
V. Blank, MD; Georgina 
Cheng, MD; Nefertiti C. 
DuPont, MD; Peter J. 
Frederick, MD;  
Emily K. Hill, MD; 
Carolyn M. Matthews, 
MD; Tarah L. Oua, MD; 
Kellie S. Rath, MD; 
Rachel Ruskin, MD; 
Premal H. Thaker, MD; 
and SGO Wellness 
Task Force leaders 
Dr. Fowler; Andrew 
Berchuck, MD; Bobbie 
Gostout, MD; and 
David Kushner, MD 

https://www.sgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Physician_Burnout_Wellness_journal_article.pdf
https://www.sgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Physician_Burnout_Wellness_journal_article.pdf
https://www.sgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Physician_Burnout_Wellness_journal_article.pdf
https://www.sgo.org/clinical-practice/sgo-wellness/
https://www.sgo.org/clinical-practice/sgo-wellness/
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PUBLICATIONS

Utilizing individual case histories with genetic pedigrees as examples, SGO launched the 
SGO Genetics Toolkit in October 2016. A collaborative effort between several medical 
societies and advocacy organizations, the toolkit serves as a resource for health care 
providers on issues surrounding hereditary risk assessment and genetic testing in  
women who have or are worried about gynecologic cancers.

The toolkit includes a series of vignettes that are designed to 
help providers and patients understand the implications of a 
genetic test result for themselves and other members of their 
family. The toolkit dispels some common misconceptions 
around the genetics of gynecologic cancers and sheds light 
on often overlooked nuances of cancer genetic testing while 
introducing resources to help families adjust and adapt to the 
results of genetic tests. 

Collaborating organizations are the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), Bright Pink®, Facing 
Our Risk of Cancer Empowered (FORCE), and the National 
Society of Genetic Counselors (NSGC).

https://www.sgo.org/genetics/genetics-toolkit/ 


In June 2016, the Society of Gynecologic Oncology proposed five 
specific recommendations to improve the availability of drugs for cancer 
patients at a reasonable and fair cost. The proposals were contained in 
the article, “Addressing the High Cost of Drugs for Oncology Patients:  
A National Priority.” 

Authors: Matthew J. 
Carlson, MD; Murray J. 
Casey, MD, MS, MBA; 
Brittany Davidson, MD; 
Anne P. Shapter, MD; 
Bruce Patsner, MD, 
JD; and Stephanie 
Wethington, MD

To address the unique needs of 
cancer patients in light of the 
federal government’s efforts to 
curb what has been called a 
“public health crisis” of opioid 
misuse, SGO in October 2016 
issued the Clinical Practice 
Statement, “Opioid Use in 
Gynecologic Oncology;
Balancing Efficacy, Accessibility 
and Safety.”

The purpose of the statement is to 
promote safety without compromising 
efficacy of pain control by making 
gynecologic oncologists aware of current 
guidelines and proposed legislation, and 
urging them to address barriers to safe 
and effective opioid prescribing.

Authors: Carolyn 
Lefkowits, MD, MPH, 
MS, and Linda R. 
Duska, MD, MPH 

In the article, SGO proposed the following:

•	 Allow Medicare to negotiate prices.

•	 Encourage transparency from pharmaceutical  
companies in setting prices.

•	 Improve access to lower cost chemotherapy agents 
through generics.

•	 Develop a federal working group at the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to study  
value-based pricing.

•	 Better align drug supply with dosing recommendations.

https://www.sgo.org/public-policy/addressing-the-high-cost-of-drugs-for-oncology-patients/ 
https://www.sgo.org/public-policy/addressing-the-high-cost-of-drugs-for-oncology-patients/ 
https://www.sgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Opioid-Use-in-Gynecologic-Oncology.pdf
https://www.sgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Opioid-Use-in-Gynecologic-Oncology.pdf
https://www.sgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Opioid-Use-in-Gynecologic-Oncology.pdf
https://www.sgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Opioid-Use-in-Gynecologic-Oncology.pdf
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Authors: Alexi 
A.Wright, MD; Kari 
Bohlke, MD; Deborah 
K. Armstrong, MD; 
Michael A. Bookman, 
MD; William A. 
Cliby, MD; Robert L. 
Coleman, MD; Don S. 
Dizon, MD; Joseph J. 
Kash, MD; Larissa A. 
Meyer, MD; Kathleen 
N. Moore, MD; 
Alexander B. Olawaiye, 
MD; Jessica Oldham;  
Ritu Salani, MD; Dee 
Sparacio; William 
P. Tew, MD; Ignace 
Vergote, MD; and 
Mitchell I. Edelson, MD

SGO member  
co-authors: Linus T. 
Chuang, MD; Sarah 
Feldman, MD;  
Joo-Hyun Nam, MD, 
PhD; Gillian Thomas, 
MD; and Jonathan S. 
Berek, MD, MMS

Collaborative clinical practice guidelines

In May 2016 SGO and the American Society of 
Clinical Oncology (ASCO) released Neoadjuvant 
chemotherapy for newly diagnosed, advanced 
ovarian cancer: Society of Gynecologic Oncology 
and American Society of Clinical Oncology Clinical 
Practice Guideline. This joint guideline was published 
simultaneously in the Journal of Clinical Oncology 
and Gynecologic Oncology.

That same month, the American Society of Clinical 
Oncology (ASCO) issued a clinical practice guideline 
on invasive cervical cancer. This resource-stratified 
guideline was the first of its kind from ASCO, offering 
treatment recommendations tailored to resource 
availability. SGO endorsed the guideline, which 
takes into account how cervical cancer care varies 
throughout the world. 

The clinical benefi t of the decrease in opioid consumption has not been demonstrated.

EXPAREL is indicated for administration into the surgical site to produce postsurgical analgesia.

Important Safety Information
EXPAREL is contraindicated in obstetrical paracervical block anesthesia. EXPAREL has not been studied for use 
in patients younger than 18 years of age. Non-bupivacaine-based local anesthetics, including lidocaine, may 
cause an immediate release of bupivacaine from EXPAREL if administered together locally. The administration 
of EXPAREL may follow the administration of lidocaine after a delay of 20 minutes or more. Formulations of  
bupivacaine other than EXPAREL should not be administered within 96 hours following administration of EXPAREL. 
Monitoring of cardiovascular and neurological status as well as vital signs should be performed during and after 
injection of EXPAREL as with other local anesthetic products. Because amide-type local anesthetics, such as 
bupivacaine, are metabolized by the liver, EXPAREL should be used cautiously in patients with hepatic disease. 
Patients with severe hepatic disease, because of their inability to metabolize local anesthetics normally, are at 
a greater risk of developing toxic plasma concentrations. In clinical trials, the most common adverse reactions 
(incidence ≥10%) following EXPAREL administration were nausea, constipation, and vomiting. 

Please see brief summary of Prescribing Information on reverse side.
For more information, please visit www.EXPAREL.com or call 1-855-RX-EXPAREL (793-9727).

Indication for EXPAREL 
    Supports Broad Use Across 
  Surgical Procedures

Experience the impact:
Reduce the need for opioids while providing 
long-lasting postsurgical pain control–all from a single dose.

Used in more than 
       1.5 MILLION PATIENTS since 2012

©2016 Pacira Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Parsippany, NJ 07054        
PP-EX-US-1266        01/16  

Reference. Data on fi le. Parsippany, NJ: Pacira Pharmaceuticals, Inc.; September 2015.
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Volume 141, Issue 2, May 2016

Editor-in-Chief
Beth Y. Karlan

Deputy Editors
Robert E. Bristow

David E. Cohn
Barbara A. Goff 
Laurel W. Rice

Stephen C. Rubin 
Anil K. Sood

GYNECOLOGIC
ONCOLOGY

ISSN 0090-8258 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE SOCIETY OF GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY

IN THIS ISSUE

Tumor diameter as a predictor of lymphatic dissemination in endometrioid endometrial cancer 199
C.M. Cox Bauer et al.
See accompanying editorial by J. N. Bakkum-Gamez

Evaluation of the performance of the ACS NSQIP surgical risk calculator in gynecologic oncology
patients undergoing laparotomy 281
C. Rivard et al.

PD-L1 expression is associated with tumor-infi ltrating T cells and favorable prognosis in high-grade
serous ovarian cancer  293
J.R. Webb et al.

A common clinical dilemma: Management of abnormal vaginal cytology and human papillomavirus
test results  364
M.J. Khan et al.

https://www.sgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Updated-YGYNO-976328.pdf
https://www.sgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Updated-YGYNO-976328.pdf
https://www.sgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Updated-YGYNO-976328.pdf
https://www.sgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Updated-YGYNO-976328.pdf
https://www.sgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Updated-YGYNO-976328.pdf
http://www.asco.org/practice-guidelines/quality-guidelines/guidelines/gynecologic-cancer#/11801
http://www.asco.org/practice-guidelines/quality-guidelines/guidelines/gynecologic-cancer#/11801


 

In June 2016, SGO submitted 
seven recommendations 
to then-Vice President Joe 
Biden’s National Cancer 
Moonshot initiative. SGO’s 
recommendations addressed 
clinical trials, data sharing,  
obesity, disparities, p53,  
germline genetic testing, and 
school-based HPV vaccination.  
An SGO Task Force led by Carol 
L. Brown, MD, Chair of the SGO 
Health Policy and Socioeconomic 
Committee, finalized the  
Society’s recommendations. 

By October 2016 the Cancer Moonshot 
Task Force released a report, which 
incorporated some of the suggestions 
put forth by SGO that directly 
impact gynecologic cancers. These 
goals include “Promoting Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccination as 
Cancer Prevention and Strengthening” 
and “Clarifying the Requirements for 
Public Availability of Clinical  
Trial Information.” 

Task force members: 
Carol L. Brown, MD; 
Jeffrey M. Fowler, MD; 
Ronald D. Alvarez, MD; 
Robert L. Coleman, 
MD; Marcela G.  
del Carmen, MD; 
Douglas A. Levine, 
MD; Laurel W. Rice, 
MD; B.J. Rimel, MD; 
Anil K. Sood, MD;  
and Elizabeth M. 
Swisher, MD

SGO Moonshot recommendations 

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/01/28/memorandum-white-house-cancer-moonshot-task-force
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/01/28/memorandum-white-house-cancer-moonshot-task-force
https://cancerresearchideas.cancer.gov/a/pmd/2886138-39827
https://cancerresearchideas.cancer.gov/a/pmd/2886138-39827
https://www.cancer.gov/research/key-initiatives/moonshot-cancer-initiative/blue-ribbon-panel/blue-ribbon-panel-report-2016.pdf?cid=eb_Professional%20Societies_announce_moonshot_white%20house


SGO Annual Report 2016 | 13

2016-2017 SGO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Executive Committee 
President 
Jeffrey M. Fowler, MD 
The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH

President-Elect I 
Laurel W. Rice, MD 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI

President-Elect II 
Carol L. Brown, MD 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center,  
New York, NY

Secretary-Treasurer 
David E. Cohn, MD 
The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH

Secretary-Treasurer Elect 
Stephanie V. Blank, MD 
New York University School of Medicine,  
New York, NY

Immediate Past President 
Robert L. Coleman, MD 
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Houston, TX

FWC Chair 
David G. Mutch, MD, FACOG 
Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis, 
St. Louis, MO

Ex-Officio, ACOG Representative 
David W. Doty, DO, FACOG 
Louisville, KY

Candidate Representative 
Camille Gunderson, MD 
The University of Oklahoma Stephenson Cancer 
Center, Oklahoma City, OK

Fellow-in-Training Representative 
Lauren Prescott, MD 
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Houston, TX

Board Members
Deborah K. Armstrong, MD 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, Baltimore, MD

Dennis S. Chi, MD 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center,  
New York, NY

Mark H. Einstein, MD, MS, FACS, FACOG 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY

Michael M. Frumovitz, MD, MPH 
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Houston, TX

Matthew A. Powell, MD 
Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis, 
St. Louis, MO

Elizabeth M. Swisher, MD 
University of Washington Medical Center, Seattle, WA

Fidel A. Valea, MD 
Duke Medicine, Durham, NC

Vivian E. Von Gruenigen, MD 
Northeast Ohio Medical University, Akron, OH

SGO Chief Executive Officer 
Pierre M. Désy, MPH, CAE

FWC Executive Director 
Karen J. Carlson
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